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was brought here by no less a person than one of the " Wise
Men/' who came from the East to the manger at Bethlehem.
Oriental story, naturally, has nothing to say to their tradi-
tional migration to the city of Cologne; though it does
include the three traditional names, Gaspar, Melchior and
Balthasar, as those .of three of the band of twelve " Magi"
who journeyed together to Palestine, looking for the fulfil-
ment of the prophecy of that ancient initiate of their
religion, Balaam the son of Beor. As for the identity of
the Magian who came .back to his home at Urmi, and
brought the " Good News " with him; do not his revered
bones rest to this day in the church of St. Mary in the city,
and is not that proof enough ? Like many another Oriental
legend, it is at least more ancient, and less improbable, than
is the story of the " Three Kings " of the city on the
Rhine.
Many beautiful traditions or parables gather round the
visit of the Magi in the East, as in the West; and one of
them may be recounted here, " Our fathers say " that when
Adam went forth from the garden, he took with him two
things as memorials of his lost Paradise. These were some
of the spices that grew upon the Tree of Knowledge, and one
branch gathered from the Tree of Life. They were pre-
served by his descendants in the East, as tokens that the
lost inheritance would be given back again some day;
and when at last the Wise Men knew that He had come,
who was to restore it, and went forth to do Him homage,
those spices were the frankincense that they offered at
Bethlehem. The branch of the Tree of Life they took with
them also, and left in Jerusalem; and there those who
knew not what they did, took it, and used it for the cross-
beam of the Tree on Calvary.
Originally the church in Urmi, like that in the mountains,
was of that " East Syrian " communion which its enemies
called Nestorian, It is very certain, however, that the
body did not teach what Nestorius of Constantinople was
condemned for teaching, in the year 431; and indeed it is
very doubtful whether either he or anybody else ever
did so.